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God bless you and thank you. (Applause.)

f

PRESIDENT CLINTON’S VISIT TO
ENGLAND, NORTHERN IRELAND,
AND IRELAND
Mr. PELL. Mr. President, the warm

reception President Clinton received
last week when he visited Ireland and
the United Kingdom was a fitting trib-
ute to his commitment to peace in
Northern Ireland.

President Clinton’s involvement in
the Northern Ireland issue helped bring
about the paramilitary cease-fires of
1994 and he continues to impact posi-
tively on the efforts for peace there.

On Friday evening, the Irish Govern-
ment hosted a dinner for President and
Mrs. Clinton at Dublin Castle. Irish
Prime Minister John Bruton spoke of
the President’s foreign policy suc-
cesses, especially his commitment to
bringing peace to Northern Ireland.
Prime Minister Bruton mentioned in
particular United States diplomatic ef-
forts and economic support, including
the International Fund for Ireland and
the Washington Conference on Invest-
ment which the President hosted in
May in Washington.

President Clinton commended the
Taoiseach for work with Prime Min-
ister Major which led to the recent an-
nouncement of the launch of the twin-
track process.

I commend to my colleagues the
toasts given by the President and
Taoiseach and I ask unanimous con-
sent that they be printed in the
RECORD.

There being no objection, the toasts
were ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:
REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT AND PRIME MIN-

ISTER BRUTON IN AN EXCHANGE OF TOASTS,
DUBLIN CASTLE, DUBLIN, IRELAND, DECEM-
BER 1, 1995
Mr. BRUTON. Mr. President, Finola and I

heartily welcome you and your wife, Hillary
Rodham Clinton, to our country. You have
seen for yourselves and felt for yourselves
the warmth of the affection and the admira-
tion in which you are held throughout this
island. The affection and admiration extends
to you personally, to your administration, to
the office that you hold, and particularly to
the great country that you need.

We welcome, too, the bipartisan congres-
sional delegation, representing your two
great political parties who have come with
you to Ireland.

Tonight is for remembering; it’s for cele-
brating and it’s for looking ahead. We think
of past Presidents of the United States who
have visited Ireland—in June 1963, John Fitz-
gerald Kennedy captivated Ireland as he cap-
tivated the world. To us, he was not only a
reminder of our past, but a vision of our fu-
ture. We thank you for sending the late
President’s sister, Jean Kennedy Smith, to
work with us now as your Ambassador. (Ap-
plause.)

The late President Richard Nixon visited
this country in 1970. And President Ronald
Reagan, who visited us in 1984, was, like you,
a great friend of this country; a great man
whose bravery in publicly acknowledging his
illness has given courage, reassurance and
consultation to millions across the globe
who face the same challenge in their lives.

The ties which bind Ireland and the United
States cover all human activity. The story of

the Irish in America is the story of America
itself. It’s a tale of extraordinary success,
shown in the presence here tonight of some
outstanding Irish Americans. But to the
spectacular achievements of the few must be
added the lesser triumphs of the many—Irish
farmers and builders; policemen and nurses;
teachers and firemen, who from Boston to
San Francisco have made America what it is
today.

In celebrating success let us not forget
hardship. This is the 150th anniversary of the
Great Famine which drove so many Irish to
seek refuge in America, where they found a
welcome and an ability to remake their lives
through sheer hard work.

As Ireland itself changes, so, too, does its
relationship with the United States. The
highly educated Irish emigrants of the 1980s
and 1990s are helping make America today a
stronger and a better place. They moved
back and forth between the old world and the
new with facility and ease. And many re-
turned here, having worked in the United
States, to become part of the young inter-
nationally-minded, well-trained work force
which, combined with a good tax and invest-
ment climate, make Ireland a natural home,
a natural base for great United States
cooperations like Intel, Motorola, Microsoft,
and Abbott.

In the 74 years since the treaty of 1921,
signed this week 74 years ago, this state of
ours, born in fire, has transformed itself into
a mature European democracy, secure in its
ethos, open to the world and proud of its
youth.

(Speaks in Gaelic.) (Applause.)
American political ideas of liberty, of gov-

ernment based on the consent of the gov-
erned and of the separation of powers, have
inspired our Irish Constitution. Your Con-
stitution also acknowledges the fact that
people do not always agree. Your second
President, John Adams, said that ‘‘America
has been a theater of parties and feuds for
nearly 200 years.’’ Judging from your own re-
cent experience, Mr. President, I think you
might agree with him. (Laughter.)

But quarrels pass; ideas remain. The use of
political power must be based on moral val-
ues. As President Jefferson said, ‘‘Our inter-
ests soundly calculated will ever be found in-
separable from our moral duties.’’ Moral du-
ties freely followed are the best compass in
personal relations, the best compass in do-
mestic politics, and the best compass in for-
eign policy.

We admire the achievements of your ad-
ministration in foreign policy—in Haiti, in
the Middle East, and most recently and most
notably, in Bosnia. Your country’s moral vi-
sion has helped bring peace and stability to
the world. I know that I speak for all in Ire-
land when I say thank you from the depth of
my heart for the sustained commitment that
you have shown in bringing peace to this
country. (Applause.)

At the beginning of your presidency you
said that you’d be there for the Irish not just
on one day of the year, but every day of the
year. You have lived up to that. And so, too,
has Vice President Gore, Secretary Chris-
topher, Tony Lake and his staff, and Senator
George Mitchell. You and they have given
your time and your energies not only to my-
self and to the Tanaiste, but to many politi-
cal figures from every side of the divide in
Northern Ireland. You’ve shown balance, as
you saw yesterday in Belfast and Derry.
You’ve won respect and confidence right
across the divide, across which it is almost
impossible to win common respect—the re-
spect that you have won, Mr. President.

And America has backed its words with
deeds, as we’re seeing in the work of the
International Fund for Ireland, and most no-
tably, in the follow-through of your initia-

tive, the Washington Conference on Invest-
ment in Ireland.

In Northern Ireland, the key to success and
agreement is dialogue. And in dialogue, all
must accept those on the other side as they
are, not as they might wish them to be. Irish
Nationalism is beginning to understand and
respect Unionism. Unionists are beginning to
understand and respect Nationalism. Both
must coexist and must grow together.

The principle of consent is profoundly im-
portant. Consent means that the constitu-
tional status of Northern Ireland cannot be
changed without the agreement of the people
there. But consent also means that the sys-
tem of government in Northern Ireland must
be one to which both communities can agree.
In one sense, neither side has a veto. And
yet, in another sense, both sides have a veto.
So getting agreement isn’t going to be easy.

And I believe that we will find in some
words of yours, Mr. President, the inspira-
tion that will help us find that illusive
agreement. Let us think of all the good that
people do on a daily basis—in schools and
health care and in business in Northern Ire-
land. Let us think of the kindness the people
there continue to show to one another every
day of the week, across the religious divide
even at the height of 25 years of trouble.
That spirit needs to be reflected in politics.

You said in your inaugural address,
‘‘There’s nothing wrong with America that
cannot be cured by what is right with Amer-
ica.’’ I say there’s nothing wrong with North-
ern Ireland that cannot be cured by what is
right with Northern Ireland. There is noth-
ing wrong between North and South on this
island that cannot be cured by what is right
between North and South on this island. And
there’s nothing wrong between Britain and
Ireland that cannot be cured by what is al-
ready right between Britain and Ireland.

While you were still a presidential can-
didate, in an interview, I believe, to The New
York Times in 1992—June, I believe it was—
you said, ‘‘If you live long enough you’ll
make mistakes. But if you learn from those,
you’ll be a better person. It’s how you handle
adversity, not how it affects you. The main
thing is never quit, never quit, never quit.’’
Do you remember saying that? (Applause.)

We will not quit. We will not quit in our
search for a balanced, fair and just settle-
ment on this island, and between this island
and its neighbors to which all can give equal
allegiance.

I’d like to propose a toast—to the Presi-
dent and the people of the United States of
America. The President and the people of the
United States.

(A toast is offered.) (Applause.)
THE PRESIDENT. To the Taoiseach and Mrs.

Bruton, and to all of our hosts. Hillary and
I are honored to be here tonight with all of
you, and to be here in the company of some
of America’s greatest Irish Americans, in-
cluding Senator George Mitchell, who has
taken on such a great and difficult task; a
bipartisan congressional delegation headed
by Congressman Walsh; many members of
the Ambassador’s family, including Kathleen
Kennedy Townsend, Lt. Governor of Mary-
land; the Mayors of Chicago and Los Ange-
les; Secretary Riley, the Secretary of Edu-
cation; Mark Gearan, Director of the Peace
Corps. And as I said, we have the Secretary
of Commerce, Ron Brown, tonight, who wish-
es, more than ever before in his life, that he
were Irish. (Laughter.) I think he is down
deep inside. (Laughter.)

I thank you also for—I see the Mayor of
Pittsburgh here—I know I’ve left out some
others—my wonderful step-father, Dick
Kelley, who thought it was all right when I
got elected President. But when I brought
him home to Ireland he knew I had finally
arrived. (Laughter and applause.)



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES 18098 December 6, 1995
You know, the Taoiseach has been not only

a good friend to me in our work for peace,
but a good friend to the United States. In-
deed, he and Finola actually came to Wash-
ington, D.C. to celebrate their honeymoon. I
think it’s fair to say that his honeymoon
there lasted longer than mine did. (Laughter
and applause.)

I managed to get even with at least one
member of Congress—or former member of
Congress—when I convinced Senator Mitch-
ell to give into the entreaties of the
Taoiseach and the Prime Minister to head
this arms decommissioning group. Now,
there’s any easy job for you. (Laughter.) You
know, in Ireland I understand there’s a—our
American country music is very popular—
Garth Brooks said the other day he sold
more records in Ireland than any other place
in the world outside America. So I told Sen-
ator Mitchell today that—he was telling me
what a wonderful day we had yesterday in
Derry and Belfast, and what a wonderful day
we had today in Dublin, and I said, ‘‘Yes,
now you get to go to work.’’ I said, this re-
minds me of that great country song, ‘‘I Got
the Gold Mine and You Got the Shaft.’’
(Laughter and applause.) But if anybody can
bring out more gold, George Mitchell can.
(Laughter.)

I want to thank the Taoiseach for the cour-
age he showed in working with the Prime
Minister of Great Britain, from the day he
took office, taking up from his predecessor,
Albert Reynolds, right through this remark-
able breakthrough that he and Prime Min-
ister Major made on the twin tracks that he
helped to forge just two days ago. This is an
astonishing development really because it is
the first formulation anyone has come up
with that permits all views to be heard, all
voices to speak, all issues to be dealt with,
without requiring people to give up the posi-
tions they have taken at the moment. We
are very much in your debt.

This has been an experience like none I
have ever had before. Yesterday, John Hume,
who’s joined us, took me home to Derry with
him. And I thought to myself—all my life
‘‘Danny Boy’’ has been my favorite song—I
never thought I’d get to go there to hear it.
But thanks to John, I did.

And then we were before in Belfast. And all
of you, I’m sure, were so moved by those two
children who introduced me, reading ex-
cerpts from the letters. You know, I’ve got
thousands and thousands of letters from
Irish children telling me what peace means
to them. One thing I am convinced of as I
leave here —that there is a global hunger
among young people for their parents to put
down the madness of war in favor of their
childhood. (Applause.)

I received this letter from a teenager right
here in Dublin. I thought I would read it to
you, to make the point better than I could.
This is just an excerpt: ‘‘With your help, the
chances given to reason and to reasonable
people, so that the peace in my country be-
comes reality. What is lost is impossible to
bring back. Children who were killed are
gone forever. No one can bring them back.
But for all those who survive these
sufferings, there is future.’’

The young person from Dublin who wrote
me that was Zlata Filipovic, the young teen-
ager from Bosnia who is now living here, who
wrote her wonderful diary that captured the
imagination of people all over the world.

I am honored that at this moment in the
history of the world the United States has
had the great good fortune to stand for the
future of children in Ireland, in Bosnia, in
the Middle East, in Haiti and on the tough-
est streets of our own land. And I thank you
here in Ireland for taking your stand for
those children’s future, as well.

Let me say in closing that in this 150th an-
niversary of the Great Famine, I would like

everyone in the world to pay tribute to Ire-
land for coming out of the famine with per-
haps a greater sense of compassion for the
fate of people the world over than any other
nation. I said today in my speech to the Par-
liament that there had not been a single, sol-
itary day—not one day—since 1958, when
someone representing the government of Ire-
land was not somewhere in the world trying
to aid the cause of peace. I think there is no
other nation on Earth that can make that
claim.

And as I leave I feel so full of hope for the
situation here in Ireland and so much grati-
tude for you, for what you have given to us.
And I leave you with these words, which I
found as I was walking out the door from the
Ambassador’s Residence. The Ambassador
made it possible for Hillary and me to spend
a few moments this evening with Seamus
Heaney and his wife, since I have been run-
ning around the country quoting him for two
days. (Laughter.) I might say, without his
permission. (Laughter.) And he gave Hillary
an inscribed copy of his book ‘‘The Cure At
Troy.’’ And as I skimmed through it, I found
these words, with which I leave you:

‘‘Now it’s high water mark, and flood tide
in the heart and time to go. What’s left to
say? Suspect too much sweet talk, but never
close your mind. It was a fortunate wind
that blew me here. I leave half ready to be-
lieve that a cripple’s trust might walk and
the half-true rhyme is love.’’

Thank you and God bless you. (Applause.)
I thought I had done something for a mo-

ment to offend the Taoiseach—he was forc-
ing me on water instead of wine. (Laughter.)

Let me now, on behalf of every American
here present, bathed in the generosity and
the hospitality of Ireland, offer this toast to
the Taoiseach and Mrs. Bruton and to the
wonderful people of this great Republic.

(A toast is offered.) (Applause.)
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THE TELECOMMUNICATIONS BILL
CONFERENCE

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, the ac-
tion of the House Members on the tele-
communications bill conference this
morning should send tremors through
the Internet community and defenders
of the first amendment. They agreed to
a provision that would effectively ban
constitutionally protected speech on
the Internet.

If this amendment becomes law, no
longer will Internet users be able to en-
gage in freewheeling discussions in
news groups and other areas on the
Internet accessible to minors. They
will have to limit all language used and
topics discussed to that appropriate for
kindergarteners, just in case a minor
clicks onto the discussion. No literary
quotes from racy parts of ‘‘Catcher in
the Rye’’ or ‘‘Ulysses’’ will be allowed.
Certainly, online discussions of safe sex
practices, of birth control methods,
and of AIDS prevention methods will
be suspect. Any user who crosses the
vague and undefined line of ‘‘inde-
cency’’ will be subject to 2 years in jail
and fines.

We have already seen the chilling ef-
fect that even the prospect of this leg-
islation has had on online service pro-
viders. Last week, American On Line
deleted the profile of a Vermonter who
communicated with fellow breast can-
cer survivors online. Why? Because, ac-
cording to AOL, she used the vulgar

word ‘‘breast’’. AOL later apologized
and indicated it would permit the use
of that word where appropriate.

This is a serious misstep by the
House Members of the telecommuni-
cations bill conference. I urge the full
conference to consider the threat this
amendment poses to the future growth
of the Internet, and reject it.
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THE BAD DEBT BOXSCORE

Mr. HELMS. Mr. President, on that
November evening in 1972 when I was
first elected to the Senate, I made a
commitment to myself that I would
never fail to see a young person, or a
group of young people, who wanted to
see me.

It has proved enormously beneficial
to me because I have been inspired by
the estimated 60,000 young people with
whom I have visited during the nearly
23 years I have been in the Senate.

Most of them have been concerned
about the Federal debt which is slight-
ly in excess of $11 billion shy of $5 tril-
lion—which will be exceeded later this
year. Of course, Congress is responsible
for creating this monstrosity for which
the coming generations will have to
pay.

The young people and I almost al-
ways discuss the fact that under the
U.S. Constitution, no President can
spend a dime of Federal money that
has not first been authorized and ap-
propriated by both the House and Sen-
ate of the United States.

That is why I began making these
daily reports to the Senate on Feb-
ruary 25, 1992. I wanted to make a mat-
ter of daily record the precise size of
the Federal debt which, at the close of
business yesterday, Tuesday, December
5, stood at $4,988,766,009,862.29 or
$18,937.44 for every man, woman, and
child in America on a per capita basis.

The increase in the national debt
since my report yesterday—which iden-
tified the total Federal debt as of close
of business on Monday, December 4,
1995—shows an increase of
$125,665,418.83. That increase, I’m told,
is equivalent to the amount of money
needed by 215,311 students to pay their
college tuitions for 4 years.

f

REPORT ON ADMINISTRATION OF
EXPORT CONTROLS—MESSAGE
FROM THE PRESIDENT—PM 100

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message
from the President of the United
States, together with an accompanying
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs.
To the Congress of the United States:

In order to take additional steps with
respect to the national emergency de-
scribed and declared in Executive
Order No. 12924 of August 19, 1994, and
continued on August 15, 1995, neces-
sitated by the expiration of the Export
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